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Thank you, Jose, 

 

A warm welcome to you Tunisian collegue, Kais, and we very much look forward 

to working with you.  

 

Mr President, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines also thanks SRSG Colin Stewart 

and ASG Bintou Keita of DPPA for their briefings and we look forward to receiving 

the latest report on the situation concerning Western Sahara.  

 

My delegation continues to monitor the protracted dispute and notes that despite the 

political impasse, the security situation remains relatively stable. We welcome the 

maintenance of the ceasefire as a positive sign that a peaceful resolution to this crisis 

is attainable. We encourage all parties to strictly comply with the military 

agreements, and to adhere to the principles and purposes of the Charter of the United 

Nations and all relevant General Assembly and Security Council resolutions. 

 

The territorial question has hung over the development prospects of the people of 

Western Sahara for decades, even with the decision by this august Council to 

establish MINURSO in 1991, whose primary purpose was to assist with the 

implementation of the Settlement Plan for a referendum on self-determination for 

the people of Western Sahara. The complexities surrounding MINURSO’s ability to 

effectively execute its mandate, coupled with the current challenges of the COVID-

19 pandemic, further complicate matters and the parties’ abilities in resolving the 

conflict. We are pleased to hear from you, Colin, that the situation is currently under 

control and measures taken have contained the spread of the virus thus far.  
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Mr President, we remain confident that the parties can arrive at a compromise 

through negotiations in good faith and in accordance with international law. We are 

encouraged by the momentum garnered through the round-table processes held in 

Switzerland, which brought together all relevant stakeholders in reinvigorating the 

political process, and which further underscored the critical role of the Personal 

Envoy of the Secretary General. Bintou, you reminded us of this in your 

presentation. To this end, we call for the appointment of a new Personal Envoy to 

consolidate the advances made by former Personal Envoy, Mr. Horst Köhler, but 

caution against the politicization of the volatile situation. We urge the parties to 

desist from any action that may undermine the peace process. 

 

Finally, Mr President, my delegation understands that there is no easy fix to the 

current crisis but believes that an imposed solution will not guarantee lasting peace 

and stability in the region. We support the efforts of MINURSO and believe that the 

African Union also has a meaningful contribution to make in advancing the peace 

process. Indeed, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines welcomes all serious and credible 

efforts to achieve a final solution to this dispute. We reiterate that the only solution 

to the conflict is through peaceful negotiations. We join Bintou in calling for the 

parties involved to marshal the requisite political will toward arriving at lasting 

solution.  

 

I thank you! 

 

 


